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many of these have existed for a considerable period of time, e.g.,
bodies to set standards.

2. Rapid and far-reaching technical advances can break down tradi-
tional industrial approaches to cooperative actions, e.g., the develop-
ment of the European Strategic Program for Research in Information
Technology (ESPRIT) program in the European Communities (EC) to
develop a stronger European base in microelectronics initiated by the
major electronic companies within EC countries.

3. It has become increasingly clear to government policymakers re-
sponsible for international cooperative agreements that a great many
bilateral and multilateral technical agreements among governments
can be strengthened greatly by active involvement of the private sec-
tor and may not be effective without such cooperation, e.g., technical
exchanges in food science or metallurgical processing.1

This paper will expand upon these three observations to develop a
practical framework for relating industrial activity to international
cooperation in the near future. To establish a basis for understanding
what is both realistic and desirable, let us consider first the issues in-
volved, then the nature of industrial research.

STATEMENT OF ISSUES

To state the issues most simply, two questions must be answered
from the viewpoint of industry:

1. Why should a company participate in a cooperative technical ac-
tivity?

2. When such cooperative activity is desirable, what added criteria
justify or require international cooperation?

There is an additional issue that is of interest to the current concern
with international technical cooperation generally, and to this paper
in particular. This is the matter of timeliness, namely:

3.  What pressures exist today that encourage increased industrial
participation in international technical cooperative activities?

Since our concern is more with future actions than with past experi-
ences, the last issue is perhaps of greatest intellectual interest.

One important change, at least in public perception of the subject
under discussion, is implicit in the title of this group of papers. The
discussion is of "international science and technology," whereas the
traditional emphasis of cooperative activities in the past has been on